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Certificate of Mailing 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
envelope addressed Commissioner for Patents, Post Office Box 1450, AlexandriarVirginia 22313-1^ 


sufficient postage as first class mail in an 
fi0/U Aofil29. 2004. 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT T37 C.F.R. $ 1.561 

MAIL STOP: IDS 
Commissioner for Patents 
Post Office Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Sir/Madam: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, applicant brings the references listed on the 
attached Form PTO-1449 to the examiner's attention. 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. Do not construe the filing 
of this information disclosure statement as a representation that applicant has made a search (37 
C.F.R. § 1.97(g)), or as an admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability, or that no other material information exists. We enclose copies of any cited foreign 
documents. Copies of the U.S. references are not enclosed. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted: 

£3 1 . Within three months of the filing date of a national application other than a 
continued prosecution application under 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(d), or within three 
months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .491 




Serial No. 
Filed: 

Title: 



Customer No.: 



in an international application; or before the mailing date of a first Office action 
on the merits, and therefore, Applicant believes no fee is required; 

□ 2. After the period specified in paragraph (1) above of this section, but before the 

mailing date of either a final action under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 13, or a notice of 
allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1.311, whichever occurs first, and is accompanied 
by either: 

□ a. A statement that: 

(i) Each item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months before the filing of the information disclosure statement; or 

(ii) No item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge 
of the person signing the statement after making reasonable 
inquiry, no item of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement was known to any individual designated in 37 
C.F.R. § 1 .56(c) more than three months before the filing of the 
information disclosure statement; 

□ b. The fee for filing an Information Disclosure Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 

1.1 7(p) is $180.00. 

□ 3. After the period specified in paragraph (2) of this section, but on or before 

payment of the issue fee and is accompanied by: 

[Zl a. A statement that: 

(i) Each item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months before the filing of the information disclosure statement; or 



(ii) No item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge 
of the person signing the statement after making reasonable 
inquiry, no item of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement was known to any individual designated in 37 
C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months before the filing of the 
information disclosure statement; 

□ b. A petition requesting consideration of the information disclosure statement; 

and 

□ c. The petition fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(i). 

Applicant would appreciate the examiner initialing and signing a copy of attached Form 
PTO-1449 indicating that he or she considered the information and made the information of record. 

If the transmittal letter is separated from this document and the PTO determines that an 
extension or other relief is required, applicant petitions for any required relief including extensions 
of time and authorizes the Commissioner to charge the cost of such petitions and/or other fees due in 
connection with the filing of this document to Deposit Account No. 50-2638. 

Authorization is hereby given to charge any fees due, or credit any overpayment of fees, to 
Deposit Account No. 50-2638. 



Date: April 29, 2004 




Charles Berman 
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5,305,197 


04.19.1994 


Axler et al 










5,317,318 


05.31.1994 


Thomas et al 










5,408,417 


04.18.1995 


Wilder 










5,429,361 


07.04.1995 


Raven et al 










5,455,851 


10.03.1995 


Chaco et al 










5,461,371 


10.24.1995 


Matsumoto et al 










5,491,326 


02.13.1996 


Marceau et al 










5,502,806 


03.26.1996 


Mahoney et al 










5,541,835 


07.30.1996 


Dextraze et al 










5,655,053 


05.08.1997 


Renie 










5,724,520 


03.03.1998 


Goheen 










5,754,654 


05.19.1998 


Hiroya et al 
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Hayata et al 
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07.27.1999 
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08.17.1999 


Curry et al. 
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08.31.1999 
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09.07.1999 
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5,978,770 


11.02.1999 


Waytena et al 
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Maeda et al 
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6,094,640 


07.25.2000 


Goheen 
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12.11.2001 


Boies et al 










6,363,351 


03.26.2002 
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6,374,176 


04.16.2002 


Schmier et al 
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DE 1006392 A3 


08.09.1994 


Germany 












EP 0086199 1 


04.08.1987 


Europe 
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02.14.2001 


Europe 












FR 2612669 


09.23.1988 


France 












FR 2650095 


01.25.1991 


France 












FR 2805895 A 


09.07.2001 


France 












GB2193359A 


02.03.1988 


United Kingdom 












GB 2228 123A 


08.15.1990 


United Kingdom 












GB 2307324A 


05.21.1997 


United Kingdom 












GB 9523443.1 


11.15.1995 


United Kingdom 
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Japan 












JP 05-073596 
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Japan 
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JP 07-234893 


09.05.1995 
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Japan 
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